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February 2016 Docent Training: Interactive Gallery Experience                                                   

 

Gallery Name:  First Californians    Docent Name: Karen Rote 

Activity Name: “CHILDREN AS DOCENTS” 
 

Audiences: Check all that apply 

 Adults        X Families                     X School Children: Grades _3 -5_           X Homeschooled Students 

 
 

Essential Question(s) (all activities) 
How does the region, geography, and climate affect their lives? What happens when an essential part of the 
environment changes? 

 

Common Core Standards  
Comprehension and collaboration.  Presentation of knowledge and ideas 
 

 

List Touring Techniques  
Interactive questions; Group process; Supporting children’s inquiry, knowledge building, and reflection 
 

 

List Gallery and/or Interactive Learning Station Artifacts/Objects 
Artifacts chosen by children/families in the First Californians Gallery. 
 

 

Introduction/Theme/Purpose 
The learner will be able to understand the importance of the environment to the life of the Native Americans, 
how they used items from the environment to survive, and how this applies to all people. 
 

 

Activity Description/Steps in Presenting the Activity 
l. Describe to students that they will pair up and choose an artifact to study. 
2. They will determine how the item was made, how it came from the environment, and how it benefited the 
Native Americans. 
3.  They will also determine how the Native American’s life may have been different if suddenly that item were 
not available any longer (e.g., No more acorns). 
4.  After they have completed the above assignment, they will return to the large group and share their artifact 
and the conclusions they have drawn. 
5.  A final whole group discussion could be held tying this in with changes in our environment and the effect it 
has on our lives today. 
 

 

Sample interactive questions (2-3) for the Audience 
1.  What changes have you seen in your life regarding your environment and how has it affected your 

life? (e.g., I used to eat abalone often but now it is rare and expensive; we all try to save water now 
because of drought) 

2. What changes do you think might evolve in the future? (e.g., Self-driving cars) 
 

 

Conclusion/Review/Reflection 
We all use the environment around us to live.  As our environment changes, we make changes.   
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